
How Will Jeffco Use CTE Funding?

By pandering to the community and creating a principals slush fund. Read on:

• Jeffco says that $10 million of the $73 million general Mill Levy Override (MLO) will be used for 
Career and Technical Education (CTE). On the surface, that sounds great. We all know that K-12 
schools have not always provided alternatives to general education and the college pathway. Using 
money for CTE purposes also polls well, so well that Jeffco used it as a selling point for the 2018 
MLO. Due to inflation, the amount designated for CTE purposes from that MLO is now over $4 
million annually. Nice, right?

• Wrong. Jeffco can’t account for where or how that 2018 MLO money is being spent. And that’s not 
all of the CTE funding going into our schools. Other sources include a 19% reimbursement from the 
state for CTE FTE, a $475,000 Perkins grant, and Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness (PWR) 
state funding. Since 2017, each high school has received an additional $115,000 annually in 
Alternative Pathways funding added to their Student Based Budgeting (SBB) calculation. So what is 
all of that money being used for? What is it achieving for students?

• With a new $10 million ask for CTE, it’s important to ask what this funding be used for. There is a 
1,400-student wait list for the Warren Tech campuses. It would make sense to open another campus at 
one of the closed schools. Instead, Jeffco plans to divide up the money and dole it out to principals, 
with no plan to measure funding effectiveness or continuity of programs.

• This CTE money request is nothing but pandering to voters, and will create a large, unaccountable 
slush fund for principals with no way to measure its effectiveness. 

Until Jeffco can define exactly what new programs will be initiated and how results can be measured, 
the vote must be NO.
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